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PROCBEDINQS 

OF THE 

Virginia Historical Society 



IN 



Annual Meeting held December igth, i8g6. 



The annual meeting of the Virginia Historical Society was 
held in the Society's Building, Saturday evening, Dec. 19th, at 
8:30 o'clock. 

On motion of Mr. W. W. Henry, Col. W. H. Palmer took 
the chair, and called for the annual report of the President, Mr. 
Joseph Bryan, as the first business of the evening. Mr. Bryan's 
report was clear, comprehensive, and interesting. It was as 
follows: 

The President's Report. 

To the members of the Virginia Historical Society: 

The Executive Committee of your Society have the honor to 
submit the following as their annual report for the past year: 

The additions to membership have been ninety, of which five 
are life members. The membership is now sixty-five life, and 
six hundred and eighty-seven annual members. Total, seven 
hundred and fifty-two, after making all deductions for members 
who have died, resigned, or otherwise been removed from the 
rolls. This does not include either honorary or corresponding 
members. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The treasurer's report shows for the year ending November 
7, 1896: 



iv virginia historical society. 

Receipts. 

Amount brought forward $ 8 75 

Yearly dues collected 3.765 95 

Life members paid 150 00 

Sales of books 170 83 

Interest collected 49 26 

$4,144 61 

Expenditures. 

Paid for printing |i,oi3 50 

Paid salaries 1,650 00 

Paid extra services 183 50 

Paid Janitor 240 00 

Paid postage 164 40 

Paid insurance 60 00 

Paid general expenses 412 12 

Paid permanent fund 168 00 

13,891 52 
Balance in bank $ 253 09 

The comparison of the financial statements of the Society for 
the year 1896, with that of 1895, presents a most gratifying con- 
trast. It will show an increase in receipts from annual members 
of $481.85, and from sale of books, $23.46, and a decrease in 
expenses of $258,15, after allowing for $4.44 decrease of inte- 
rest. Our permanent fund, which had been trenched upon, has 
been raised to the full sum of $2,000 cash, $100 Virginia State 
bond, and $100 due by life members, making a total of $2,200. 

Additions to the Library. 

The additions to the Library for the year ending December 
1st, 1896, of books and pamphlets were three hundred and sixty. 
Among these were the gifts to the Society by the late William 
H. English, of his " Conquest of the Northwest," in two vol- 
umes; the original printed reports of the Mount Vernon Associ- 
ation, presented by Mrs. Emma R. Ball, of Richmond, a mem- 
ber of the Board of Regents; " Memories of the War of 1861- 
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'65," by Captain Wm. H. Blackford; the earliest edition of 
"Tarleton's Campaigns," presented by Commodore Buford, of 
Boston, Mass. Gifts were also made by Dr. W. R. Whitehead, 
E. W. James, Thomas Marshall Green, General Bradley T. 
Johnston, Mr. D. M, Massie, and Mr. Barton H. Wise. Our 
late associate. Dr. William P. Palmer, made a large and valuable 
gift of books relating principally to Virginia. Mr. L. M. Rob- 
inson deposited with the Society, for its use, a full set of the 
British Encyclopedia, and a large edition of Webster's Diction- 
ary. Mr. Charles P. Keith, of Philadelphia, a life member of 
our Society, has also presented us with a very valuable set of 
copies of Harrison and Carter Letters, and other papers relating 
to the early Virginia families, and Mr. John T. Harris, Jr., of 
Harrisonburg, has given us the original enrolling book of Rock- 
ingham county in the late war. 

The stereotype plates of the Madison State Papers, bequeathed 
to the Society by Mr. W. W. Corcoran, were this year delivered 
by his executors to the Society, and are now stored in our 
building. Under the auspices of the Society an edition of one 
thousand copies of a souvenir catalogue were struck off and are 
for sale to visitors in our rooms. 

In the last report of this committee reference was made to the 
original correspondence which was kept up for years between 
Mr. Hugh Blair Grigsby, of Virginia, and the Hon. R. C. Win- 
throp, of Boston. This correspondence was given to the Society 
by the sons of these gentiemen, Mr. C. Carrington Grigsby and 
Mr. R. C. Winthrop, Jr., having been handsomely bound at 
the expense of Mr. Winthrop. 

At the instance of Mr. Barton H. Wi.se the Executive Com- 
mittee have cause4 to be copied Makemie's "A Plain and 
Friendly Perswasive to the Inhabitants of Virginia and Mary- 
land," the only printed copy of which known to be in this coun- 
try being in the library of Harvard University. 

Through the generous assistance of the Great Bridge (Norfolk, 
Va.) Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution a 
copy has been made for this Society of the first volume of the 
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records of Norfolk county, now at Portsmouth, Va. This man- 
uscript is of great interest. 

The committee has been corresponding with Mr. S. Wellford 
Corbin with a view to securing the Corbin Letter Book. 

Pictures and Manuscripts. 

Among the pictures added to the collection of the Society is 
an engraved portrait of Mr. Edmund Rufifin, the distinguished 
agriculturist, presented by Prof C. W. Dabney, Jr. , of Wash- 
ington city. 

A series of very interesting colored photographs of the por- 
traits of the Fitzhugh family have been presented by Mr. Doug- 
las H. Thomas, of Baltimore. Mr. W. B. Saunders has given 
an engraving of the offices of Lord Dunmore in Williamsburg, 
and Mr. Mercer Slaughter a bust of Jefferson Davis. An oil 
painting of Captain William Payne has also been loaned the 
Society by his daughter. 

Two very handsome swords have been presented to the Society 
by Mr. Walter F. Sinclair by request of his father. Dr. Wm. F. 
Sinclair, formerly of the United States and the Confederate 
States Navies. The one is a sword which was presented by his 
native State, Virginia, to Commodore Arthur Sinclair, who en- 
tered the United States Navy as a midshipman in the year 1798, 
and became a Commodore in 1831. The sword was presented 
in recognition of his valor and skill while in command of the 
United States vessel. General Pike, in an engagement with the 
British fleet in Lake Erie, in the year 181 2. The other is a 
sword which was the property of Past Midshipman Wm. Bev- 
erly Smclair, of the Confederate States Navy, who at the age of 
seventeen years, while at sea in the Confederate States ship 
Florida, gave his life to save that of a sailor from drowning, July 
loth, 1864. 

As your committee has previously reported, the Society pos- 
sesses a large number of very valuable and original manuscripts. 
Of them, a catalogue has during the past year been prepared, 
and will soon be ready for examination by visitors to the rooms. 
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Under an arrangement with the State of Virginia, made through 
Mr. W. W. Scott, the State Librarian, the State has agreed to 
publish the whole manuscript of the London Company's min- 
utes, now in possession of the Society. Only abstracts of this 
manuscript have heretofore been published, and the announce- 
ment that the whole will appear under the supervision of the 
Society, will be of great interest to students of American his- 
tory. 

That the interest in the work of the Society is unabated, is 
evident not only by the contributions of the subscribers, but by 
the number of visitors to its rooms. A report of this has been 
kept for some months past, and the exhibit is very gratifying. 

A matter of general interest to American scholars, and one 
especially gratifying to the Society, has been the publication of 
the ' ' Economic History of Virginia in the Seventeenth Cen- 
tury," by our Corresponding Secretary, Mr. Philip Alexander 
Bruce. The reception which has been awarded this work has 
established Mr. Bruce's position as a critical and exhaustive his- 
torian of the subject, and has reflected honor upon this Society. 

Annual Address. 

Our Constitution provides for the delivery of an annual address 
before the Society and the public generally by some scholar 
chosen for the occasion. 

For the present year. Professor Moses Coit Tyler, of Cornell 
University, has accepted the invitation of the Society, and will, 
on the 22d instant, deliver an address, his subject being "The 
Naming of the Great Republic." The Society is to be congrat- 
ulated upon having this distinguished historian, who, besides 
many other works of merit, has gained the interest and esteem 
of Virginians by his life of our great Virginian, Patrick Henry. 

The Society Magazine. 

What we have published in our Magazine for the past year 
speaks for itself. The material was of a character which, we 
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believe, fixed the interest of scholars, and maintained the repu- 
tation of the Magazine. In the coming year the Publication 
Committee proposes to present to the readers of the Magazine 
a series of original historical documents equal in interest and 
value to those which have appeared in previous years. They 
have already selected — 

1. The continuation of the Reports of the General Court ftjr 
the years i626-'27-'28, being the earliest judicial decisions ex- 
tant in America. 

2. The reports made by Thomas Ludwell, while Secretary of 
the Colony, on the attack by Dutch men-of-war in 1668 on the 
fleet of Virginia merchantmen lying at the mouth of the James 
river. 

3. A reprint of Francis Makemie's treatise on the best method 
to promote the building of towns in Virginia, dated 1705. 

4. Extracts from the Colonial Records of Prince George 
county, Va., in the eighteenth century, of which only a few vol- 
umes have escaped the ravages of the Revolutionary and late 
wars. 

5. A series of miscellaneous documents and letters taken from 
the Ludwell manuscripts, now in possession of our Society. 

6. A list of the shareholders of the London Company for 16x5. 

7. A continuation of the genealogical data, showing the char- 
acter of the early emigration from England to Virginia. 

8. Contributions to "Historical Notes," throwing additional 
light upon the history of Mecklenburg Declaration of Independ- 
ence. 

Necrology. 

At our last meeting illness forbade the attendance of one of 
the Society's Oldest and most zealous friends, and for many years 
a vice-president — Dr. W. P. Palmer. We then, by resolution, 
sent him the assurance of our sympathy in his suffering, but we 
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are now called upon to record our grief at his death, which oc- 
curred on the 3d day of March, 1896. No one more devoted 
to the objects of this Society was ever a member of it. With a 
taste for historical research, which, in the opportunity of ample 
leisure, was highly cultivated, his devotion to all that belonged 
to Virginian history amounted almost to a passion. 

The Society has also lost by death among its life-members 
Messrs. Isaac Davenport, Jr. , and John Pope, of this city, and 
among its annual members Messrs. G. Brown Goode, the gene- 
alogist, William H. English, the statesman and author, and 
Robert Garrett. 

Retrospect. 

The retrospect of this Society since the establishment of its 
Magazine is full of encouragement for the continuance of its 
work. We have made but small impression upon the mass of 
original and unprinted material, which we have for publication, a 
mass probably exceeding in amount that of any other historical 
society in the country, and sufficient to furnish matter for years 
to come. 

The interest in historical subjects is not only unabated, but 
increasing. Many societies, having for their object the preser- 
vation of historical facts, and the excitement of pride in the part 
which the ancestors of the members may have taken in impor- 
tant events, have been organized throughout the country. Such 
action, though not moved by any critical purpose, is very influ- 
ential for maintaining a spirit which will appreciate historical re- 
search of the most accurate character. The standard which this 
Society has set for itself, of publishing all original material has 
given a dignity and value to its publications, to which we may 
mainly attribute the retention and increase of its membership. 
With the return of that general prosperity of which the country 
has for so many years been deprived, it is not unreasonable to 
hope that we may see our library and buildings enlarged, and 
the Virginia Historical Society become what it deserves to be — 
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as perfect in appointment as any other similar society in the 
country. 

Joseph Bryan. 

Rotation in Office. 
Mr. Bryan's report was given a round of applause by the 

members. The chairman then announced that the next business 
in order, was the annual election of officers. Before this was 
gone into however, Mr. Bryan addressed the Society. He said 
that he believed in the good old Democratic doctrine of rotation 
in office. Any organization, he said, that continued under one 
management indefinately, "got into a rut and became green- 
mouldy. ' ' New blood increased the interest in any organization, 
and he hoped that the Society would, at this meeting, so amend 
the constitution as to make the president ineligible for more 
than three successive terms. Mr. Bryan was prepared to make 
a motion to that effect, but withdrew it temporarily. 

Election of Officers. 

The chairman then appointed Messrs. W. R. Meredith, John 
B. Gary, and Jas. Lyons as a committee to nominate officers for 
the ensuing year. The committee presented the following 
report, which was unanimously adopted, Mr. Henry casting the 
vote for the Society: 

President, Joseph Bryan, Richmond, Va. 

Vice-Presidents; J. L. M. Curry, Washington, D. C. ; Archer 
Anderson, and Virginius Newton, Richmond, Va. 

Corresponding Secretary and Librarian, Philip Alexander 
Bruce, Richmond, Va. 

Recording Secretary, R. L. Traylor. 

Treasurer, Robert T. Brooke, Richmond, Va. 

Executive Committee — Lyon G. Tyler, Williamsburg; E. V. 
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Valentine, C. V. Meredith, Barton H. Wise, William G. Stan- 
ard, B. B. Munford, R. H. Gaines, W. H. Palmer, D. C. Rich- 
ardson, Richmond, Va. ; E. W. James, Norfolk; Charles W. 
Kent, University of Virginia, arid E. C. Venable, Petersburg, 
Va. 

Mr. Bryan then renewed the subject of rotation in office, and 
gave notice that he would submit a motion at the next regular 
meeting, to so amend the constitution as to make the President 
ineligible to serve more than three successive terms. 

Mr. R. H. Gaines, chairman of the Membership Committee, 
presented the names of the following persons for annual mem- 
bers, and they were unanimously elected; Messrs. C. E. Hakes, 
Paulding, Ohio; A. B. Show, Stanford University of California; 
Rev. Edgar Woods, Charlottesville, Va. ; Miss Emily H. Eppes, 
City Point, Va. ; Rev. Wm. M. Clark, Richmond, Va., and 
Lieut. Colville P. Terrett, United States Army. 

Mr. D. C. Richardson then, in a short address, endorsed Mr. 
Bryan's movement for rotation in office, and announced that he 
would, at the next meeting, introduce a motion to amend section 
5 of the constitution, so as to divide the Executive Committee 
into three classes, one of which shall be ineligible to re-election 
at each annual meeting. 

Mr. Wyndham R. Meredith made a brief speech opposing 
having the address of Dr. Moses Colt Tyler, of Cornell Uni- 
versity, delivered in the hall of the House of Delegates. No 
action was taken, however, and the Society soon after adjourned. 



The annual address was delivered as arranged, on Tuesday 
night, December 22nd, in the hall of the House of Delegates, in 
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the presence of a distinguished and cultivated audience, the sub- 
ject being, "The Naming of the Republic," which the speaker 
treated in a very learned and interesting manner. 

At the close Mr. W. W. Henry moved that a rising vote of 
thanks be extended Prof. Tyler for his delightfully polished and 
and interesting address, which was carried unanimously. 
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